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BRUNSWICK RIVER COTTAGES INC  

Grievance 

MR M.J. COWPER (Murray–Wellington — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.47 am]: My grievance is to the 
Minister for Housing also, and it relates to an issue that has developed over a period of time in my electorate, 
specifically in Brunswick Junction, a wonderful town that I used to live in. 

The situation is that there is a group called Brunswick River Cottages Inc. It is constituted by a number of 
volunteers in the local area who operate, in conjunction with the Shire of Harvey, eight units that were built a 
few years ago on land owned by the Harvey shire at lot 151 Clifton Road, Harvey. Back then, there was a 
partnership between Homeswest and Harvey shire, and the management of Brunswick River Cottages, to create 
some joint venture housing on these blocks to provide accommodation for over-55s. That has been very 
successful. Further to that great success, Brunswick River Cottages has been seeking to increase the capacity of 
lot 151.  

Adjacent to lot 151 is lot 500. Lot 500 was previously owned by the Shine family. However, in the 1950s or 
1960s, the land was taken by the Department of Education for the purpose of providing a floodway drainage 
reserve for the nearby Brunswick Primary School. However, that land is now no longer required as a drainage 
easement for the school, because of the improved drainage at the school, so that land that is adjacent to lot 151 is 
virtually unused. There are two issues here. One is in relation to the lot 151 expansion, and the other is in 
relation to lot 500, which is vested in the state but I understand comes under the control of the Department of 
Education.  

Back in February this year I was approached at a meeting by the good people of Brunswick River Cottages Inc, 
including Mr John Clifton who is the president, and councillors and representatives from the Shire of Harvey. 
They explained to me the problems they had encountered trying to engage with various government departments 
to promote the notion of increasing the number of housing units available on these parcels of land. One of the 
problems that has been encountered is that when the then Homeswest engaged with the Harvey shire to build 
these eight units, a caveat was placed upon the land of lot 151 Clifton Road to protect the interests of 
Homeswest, and that is understandable and appropriate. However, now the Brunswick River group would like to 
expand on that option and unfortunately it has come up against the problem of the caveat on the land. It has 
therefore asked that I write to the minister to see whether a spatial caveat could be renegotiated in respect of 
lot 151 so that the increased number of much-needed over-55s retirement-type units can be built.  

It is a vision that the Brunswick River Cottages Inc has and it sees this as potentially a great benefit to the town. I 
am sure the minister will agree that it is a great community-spirited project and that it will assist the state in 
many respects, particularly in providing additional housing for local people. In particular the Brunswick group is 
trying to ensure that the number of people who have worked for many years locally in the community remain 
there. As they advance in their years, they can stay as part of that very important local community. To do so, 
they require the type of housing sought by the Brunswick group.  

I wrote to the Minister for Education, Hon Elizabeth Constable, in February about lot 500, and she said that she 
would take up the matter with the Minister for Housing. She wrote back to me stating that that is what would 
occur, and virtually said that, obviously, it is up to the Department of Housing and the Minister for Lands 
whether the land can be transferred so that it can be conglomerated into a larger parcel of land that could yield a 
fairly tidy number of units that will inevitably be built.  

I wrote to the Minister for Housing in May and I have subsequently corresponded again with his office about 
this. At this time, other than some discussion we have been able to have in the corridors of this place, I am a bit 
nonplussed about what is occurring. In attempts to try to establish what stage it is at, I contacted the Minister for 
Housing’s ministerial office, and was led to understand that a decision was required from the State Solicitor’s 
Office. At this time, that is about as much as I am aware of. Unbeknown to me, on 20 October the good people 
of Brunswick were able to arrange a meeting with the Minister for Housing here at Parliament House, through 
the efforts of Hon Barry House, which meeting I am aware now was well received. In fact, the good people of 
Brunswick and the Harvey shire were very thankful for the opportunity to speak to the minister about the issue. 
But that was two months ago, and, as I have mentioned, this vision of Brunswick River Cottages has been held 
for some years. My involvement has been a bit short of a year, and at this stage we are unable to report any 
advancement on what might be the options for how we go about developing this much-needed land. The other 
option obviously for Brunswick River Cottages or the Harvey shire would be to hand over the entire land to the 
Department of Housing for it to manage, but I am sure the minister’s department has plenty on its plate as it is, 
and would not like to see set aside the very good people who have become involved in this local community 
project. I think the minister will find that Brunswick River Cottages is very good at managing that situation, as 
has been demonstrated over a number of years.  
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Minister, I seek on behalf of my constituents an update on the situation to see where we might be able to 
progress this issue.  

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Housing) [9.54 am]: I am pleased to advise the house that, as the 
member indicated, I met a number of representatives from the Shire of Harvey with the President of the upper 
House in his somewhat palatial chambers, where we enjoyed morning tea. The people I met were Mr John 
Clifton and, I think, Les Robinson, as well as Peter Monagle and Paul Beech. We discussed the issues the 
member highlighted. They shared with me and Hon Barry House their aspirations for this particular 
development. As the member for Murray–Wellington pointed out, lot 151 currently contains, I think, eight two-
bedroom units for seniors that were completed in 2007 at a cost of $1.3 million. The local community is keen to 
expand that. One of the major issues is that the department has a caveat over the totality of the lot. The lot is 
much bigger than the footprint of the eight units. The Brunswick group wants to expand that without the 
department’s involvement, which is fine, but it is currently inhibited due to the nature of the caveat. The 
department’s legal advice is that the best option is to subdivide the eight units and for the department to reduce 
its caveat over those eight units. As was put to me at the meeting arranged by Hon Barry House with the people 
of Brunswick, the problem for the Brunswick community is that it will be very expensive and that they would 
have to bear that cost. Their alternative option is to establish what is referred to as a spatial caveat. In other 
words, the Department of Housing’s interest in the caveat shrinks to the footprint of the eight units. That would 
enable the developers to use the balance of the property to attract some funding. I think they want to develop a 
further 15 units in a staged construction. It is a great local project and a really good example of how the 
department can work with local communities.  

Having had the meeting, which was held, as I said, on 20 October, I have subsequently written a letter to the 
chief executive officer of the Shire of Harvey, which I think went a week or two ago. There was a delay of a few 
weeks after that meeting. Obviously, I had to line up a few ducks in the department to make sure they were 
supportive of the Brunswick community’s objectives, and, of course, they are. That letter advises the shire that 
the department will indeed proceed in working with them to establish the spatial caveat, which is what they 
asked for. I gave a commitment at the meeting that Hon Barry House organised that we would do that. I have 
now corresponded with the shire confirming that is what we will do. There are a couple of what I consider to be 
some minor matters over some easements and a couple of other things that we need to fix, but I anticipate that 
they will be minor in nature. The broad principle has been agreed to and I indicated to the people at the meeting 
with Hon Barry House that if any issue needs to be resolved, they are more than welcome to contact Kay 
Hammer in my office, who I am pretty sure they have been in touch with. As I understand it, that issue has been 
effectively resolved in line with the issues of Brunswick River Cottages and the community. I am hopeful that 
can proceed in a timely way, and I do not see any inhibitor to that. As I said, member, that information was 
provided a week or two ago by way of correspondence to Mr Parker, the CEO of the shire, a copy of which I will 
leave with the member. 

In relation to the matter concerning the drainage reserve, which I think sits at the western end of the block, if my 
memory serves me correctly, the community is very keen to obtain access to the drainage easement so that it can 
be incorporated into the lot in question, 151 Clifton Road, and that will give flexible accommodation options 
moving forward. I gave an undertaking at that meeting that I would follow it up with the Minister for Education, 
which I have done, and we will continue to work through that particular process.  

I am pleased to have had the opportunity to meet with the people of Brunswick River Cottages. We spent some 
time reminiscing over my couple of visits there as a football player for the mighty Busselton Magpies. I inquired 
as to the poor quality of the visitors’ change room facilities, which comprised basically a hosepipe that hung out 
of the roof offering only a dribble of water on a cold south west day for someone like me who needed a bit of 
work by the team physio after the game! Of course that was offset, as I pointed out, by the magnificent lunches 
provided by the parents of the players of the Harvey Brunswick Football Club colts, as they were called in 1983. 
We would work up a sweat down at full-back. It was a pretty good team back in those days.  

Notwithstanding that, we had a good discussion around the issues, and I am confident that they have been 
resolved. I am very open to continuing to work with the shire, should it have other issues with the department. 
But the application of the spatial caveat, in my view, is entirely appropriate, and it addresses the two concerns, 
the first of which was to free up the balance of the block while not incurring the costs, and time delays that 
would accompany a subdivision. That is not to say that at some stage down the track, for a whole range of 
reasons we probably do not know about yet, we cannot consider a subdivision, but we certainly do not need to do 
that now. I wish Brunswick River Cottages well as they go off and engage in the expansion project. Clearly, as in 
a lot of regional communities, it is important that we retain accommodation options for everybody in the town, 
and those accommodation options are not always a traditional house. It is important to maintain vibrant, 
comprehensive communities that allow everybody to stay in them. Brunswick will, I think, benefit for a long 
time from the good work of the people involved over many, many years in Brunswick River Cottages. 
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